Brookhill Leys Primary & Nursery School

MFL policy
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Rationale
At Brookhill Leys, we believe that learning a foreign language provides an important cultural and social experience for our pupils. It helps them to develop speaking, listening and communication skills as well as understanding how different languages work. As part of the new primary National Curriculum, learning a language became a requirement for children within primary schools in Key Stage Two. Although primary languages are not a requirement in Key Stage One, our school incorporates both Spanish and Mandarin across EYFS, Key Stage One and Key Stage Two. This allows children to consistently develop their knowledge and application of another language across school. Teaching a foreign language prepares our children for the global society, building on them being 21st century learners. It also equips children with a skill which can be beneficial through life.

Aims 

The aims and objectives of learning a foreign language in our school are:

· to develop children’s experience of language acquisition
· to encourage curiosity about languages

· to widen pupils’ vision on cultural diversity

· to equip children with confidence and language skills for their future

· to develop their understanding of what they hear and read, and have an ability to express themselves in speech and writing

· to extend their knowledge of how language works and explore differences between languages
Curriculum
Learning a foreign language is a statutory foundation subject for every pupil in Key Stage Two. At Brookhill Leys, we teach both Spanish and Mandarin from Nursery to Year 6 as part of the national entitlement to the study of a second language. The National Curriculum for languages aims to ensure that all pupils:

· understand and respond to spoken and written language from a variety of authentic sources

· speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation

· can write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt

·  discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in the language studied.
Early Years
Children are introduced to both Spanish and Mandarin when they begin their education in Nursery or F2 at Brookhill Leys. Children are exposed to songs in both languages, as well as some key concepts including greetings, colour names and numbers to five. Learning vocabulary in different languages links to the EYFS area of ‘Understanding the World’. Through teaching Spanish and Mandarin, the children are also introduced to the culture and lifestyles in different countries which begins to develop their understanding of different ways of life around the world.

Key Stage 1
During Key Stage 1, in weekly Spanish sessions, pupils learn about the culture behind the language. They also begin to learn some simple classroom instructions, a wide variety of colours, numbers to 20, the names of the months of the year, and food. The pupils are also exposed to the Spanish phonetic alphabet. All lessons are as practical as possible – for examples, when learning about food in Year 2, the pupils take place in a role-play shop where they can use the names of food in a practical manner to buy and sell.

In weekly Mandarin sessions, pupils learn about greetings, classroom instructions and colours. As they progress through the year, they are also taught about family members, prepositions and telling the time.
Key Stage 2
During Key Stage 2, in weekly Spanish sessions, pupils learn about topic-related subjects such as musical instruments, animals, the café, planets and the Romans. Each topic is related to the children’s learning in previous years, or their current learning.
As the school is new to teaching Mandarin, the sessions are similar in Key Stage 2 to those taught in Key Stage 1. The same topics are covered, but in more detail and with further language.
By the end of Key Stage Two, pupils should be able to:
· listen attentively to spoken language and show understanding by joining in and responding 

· explore the patterns and sounds of language through songs and rhymes and link the spelling, sound and meaning of words 

· engage in conversations; ask and answer questions; express opinions and respond to those of others; seek clarification and help

· speak in sentences, using familiar vocabulary, phrases and basic language structures

· develop accurate pronunciation and intonation so that others understand when they are reading aloud or using familiar words and phrases

· present ideas and information orally to a range of audiences

· read carefully and show understanding of words, phrases and simple writing

· appreciate stories, songs, poems and rhymes in the language

· broaden their vocabulary and develop their ability to understand new words that are introduced into familiar written material, including through using a dictionary

· write phrases from memory, and adapt these to create new sentences, to express ideas clearly

· describe people, places, things and actions orally and in writing

· understand basic grammar appropriate to the language being studied, including (where relevant): feminine, masculine and neuter forms and the conjugation of high-frequency verbs; key features and patterns of the language; how to apply these, for instance, to build sentences; and how these differ from or are similar to English.

Teaching and Learning
The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in history lessons. Our pedagogy is based on research conducted by Rosenshine and his principles of instruction (2012).

MFL Delivery Document

	Intent
	We use the Language Angels scheme of work and resources to teach Spanish using a wide variety of topics and themes. Similar topics are taught in Mandarin.
The Language Angels scheme of work intends to offer a relevant, broad and vibrant foreign languages curriculum that will inspire and excite our pupils.

The ultimate aim is that pupils will feel able and encouraged to continue studying languages beyond Key Stage 2 and ultimately be working towards becoming life-long language learners.

The four key language learning skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) will be taught and all necessary grammar will be covered in an age-appropriate way across key stage 2. This will enable pupils to use and apply their learning in a variety of contexts, laying down solid foundations for future language learning.

The intent is that all pupils will develop a genuine interest and positive curiosity about foreign languages, finding them enjoyable and stimulating.

Learning a second language will also offer pupils the opportunity to explore relationships between language and identify, develop a deeper understanding of other cultures and the world around them with a better awareness of self, others and cultural differences.

	Implementation
	All classes have access to a high-quality foreign languages curriculum using the Language Angels scheme of work and resources. This will progressively develop pupil skills in foreign languages through regularly taught and well-planned weekly lessons across Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 which will be taught by class teachers for Spanish, and the school’s Mandarin teacher for Mandarin.

Children will progressively acquire, use and apply a growing bank of vocabulary, language skills and grammatical knowledge organised around age-appropriate topics and themes.

All teachers will know where every child is at any point in their foreign language learning journey, using the half-termly knowledge statements created by the MFL lead. These take the learning objectives from Language Angels and the National Curriculum for teachers to assess.

Teachers use the Language Angels scheme to teach through the half-termly Units, chosen by the MFL lead. Each Unit and lesson will have clearly defined objectives and aims. Each lesson includes ample speaking and listening tasks within a lesson. All Units offer reading and writing activities, as well as a grammar concept.

A Spanish afternoon and Mandarin afternoon are separately planned and incorporated into the school year, one per term to further develop learning the languages and the cultures. The learning is then celebrated afterwards in a celebration assembly. Pupils in Key Stage 2 also share their learning with pupils in Early Years and Key Stage 1.

	Impact


	Learners develop detailed knowledge and skills. We check this through regular pupil voice. Pupils are well prepared at each stage to be ready for the next stage of learning.

Pupils will continuously build on their previous knowledge as they progress in their foreign language learning journey through the primary phase. Previous language will be recycled, revised, recalled and consolidated whenever possible and appropriate.

Teachers will have a clear overview of what they are working towards. They will use the half-termly overview to ensure the correct units are being taught at each stage of the school year. Short-term planning is also provided by Language Angels in the form of unit overviews and individual lesson plans.

Pupils will be aware of their own learning goals and progression. Each unit offers a pupil friendly overview, which are adapted to fit our knowledge statements – pupils in Key Stage 2 can review their own learning at the start and at the end of each unit. They will know and will be able to articulate if they have or have not met their learning objectives and can keep their knowledge statements and core vocabulary sheets as a record of what they have learnt from unit to unit and from year to year.

Children are expected to make good or better than good progress in their foreign language learning. If pupils are not progressing in line with expectations, this will be identified in the End of Unit Skills Assessments. This will enable teachers to put in place an early intervention programme to address any areas that require attention in any of the language learning skills.


How do we ensure that knowledge gained is transferred to working memory into long term memory?

All staff use Rosenshine’s principals in action when planning and delivering lessons.
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	Strategies identified 
	What do we expect to see in our MFL lessons?

	Regular review
	Academic or subject vocabulary that has been taught will be modelled throughout teaching. Teachers will revisit prior knowledge (previous year group/lesson).

	Present new materials using small steps
	MFL planning ensures achievable and repeated steps are provided to build children’s confidence, competence and retention.

	Ask questions (Blooms taxonomy)
	Questions help children practice new information and connect new material to their prior learning. The teacher will question children around the specific knowledge and vocabulary they have been using in this topic as well as others. 

	Provide models
	Expert teachers /peer models identified in the lesson will exemplify the specific skills/knowledge required for the task.

	Guide student practice
	Teachers will spend more time guiding children’s practice of new material. It will be forgotten unless time is given for rehearsal. We revisit tasks over and over again, allowing children lots of time to practice. This is always guided and supported by expert teaching.

	Check for children’s understanding 
	Checking understanding at each point can help children learn the material with few errors. We would expect to see tasks/skills broken down into very small chunks, with regular assessment checking from teachers throughout. 

	Obtain a high success rate
	In MFL, we would expect to see that a skill is successfully taught before moving on. We take our time to achieve consistent success. 

	Provide scaffolds for difficult tasks
	The teacher provides children with temporary supports and scaffolds to assist them when they learn difficult tasks.

	Independent practice
	Children should have the opportunity to practice regularly and independently to transfer the knowledge into their long-term memory in MFL lessons. There is opportunity for this.

	Weekly and monthly review
	Children need to be involved in extensive practice in order to develop well connected and automatic knowledge. Weekly reviews can take place in MFL lessons, where teachers return to knowledge learned in a previous unit, and following a period of forgetfulness the children use that knowledge again.


This is supported by the six effective learning strategies (Weinstein and Sumeracki 2019) to ensure that all of our children at Brookhill Leys become successful, independent learners who are actively engaged in their own learning. 
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Our principal aim through this pedagogy is to develop the children’s knowledge, skills and understanding in MFL. 

We believe children as part of their MFL curriculum should access a variety of activities in lessons such as:
· Using different learning styles such as:

· Actions

· Rhymes

· Stories

· Songs

· Grammar focus

· Video clips

· Sentence structure

· Dictionary work

· Book making

· Having access to secondary sources such as books and photographs
· Using our developing links to a school in China to enhance learning through the use of pen pals, sending letters and engaging in video chats

We recognise the fact that we have children of differing ability in all our classes, and so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child using our differentiated star challenges. We achieve this through a range of strategies which are differentiated by task, expected outcome and/or support from peers or adults.

Additionally, throughout the week in morning registration/before end of day/ lining up to check language from lessons is being retained and transferred in to the long term memory. 
Each year group undertakes 12 MFL topics a year – 6 in Spanish and 6 in Mandarin, one per language for each half term, and these are taught in 20 minute weekly sessions in Key Stage 1, and 45 minute weekly sessions in Key Stage 2. Early Years may choose to teach whole-class, small-group or through continuous provision activities.
Assessment and Recording
At Brookhill Leys, assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Assessment is used to inform planning and to facilitate differentiation. The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is being achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible, and marking work will be guided by the school’s Marking Policy. The knowledge statements are ticked off in individual children’s books accordingly when a child has met the learning objective and this data is collated by class teachers. 

Monitoring
Monitoring takes place regularly through sampling children’s work, and teacher planning, through book looks, pupil and staff voice and lesson observations.

Roles and Responsibilities
The subject is led by the staff as a whole and each year time is set aside to review standards and monitor curriculum provision and ensure training and resources are up to date. The MFL lead uses the Language Angels scheme to choose topics to be taught in each year group over the year. The long term plans for each language set out the topic to be covered by each teacher, or by the school Mandarin teacher, Mrs Jin, 
When teaching Spanish, teachers are expected to use the ‘Language Angels’ online programme which provides lessons linked directly to each topic and learning objective. Language Angels also demonstrates how to pronounce the language correctly, modelling it for both teachers and children.

Mrs Jin plans lessons for Mandarin for each class. Each class has a timetabled lesson of at least thirty minutes per week for Mandarin, and at least twenty minutes per week for Spanish.

Mrs Jin monitors each child’s progress in Mandarin through the use of half-termly knowledge statements to assess their learning. Class teachers are responsible for monitoring progress in Spanish using the half-termly knowledge statements. Informal assessment should also be made through the use of questioning and oral feedback. 

There are a variety of learning resources available for Spanish and Mandarin, and teachers are encouraged to use these when delivering lessons.
Enrichment

At Brookhill Leys, we encourage the children to celebrate their learning and language in Spanish and Mandarin sessions. Assemblies are planned to introduce children to festivals celebrated in these cultures such as Chinese New Year. Termly themed Spanish afternoons are planned across the whole school where children learn new language and understand more about the culture. This is then followed up by a celebration assembly where children can share with each other their learning through songs, performances and taking about what they have learned.

Spanish displays around the school remind and reinforce children’s current learning and topics. Class teachers are responsible for updating their class blog with photos and videos of the children learning Spanish and Mandarin so this can be celebrated at home.

We are also now developing links with secondary schools who go on trips to China, this further enhances the children’s learning and experiences.

Mrs Jin plans and delivers whole school Chinese cultural sessions which introduce children to life in China, their customs and routines. This develops the children’s understanding of different ways of life and the children can make direct comparisons to life in Eastwood.

In addition to weekly Mandarin sessions, Year 4 also have planned 90 minute ‘pen pal’ sessions where the children communicate with children in a school in China. In the Autumn term, these sessions focus on communicating through letters. In the Spring term, this develops into video links with each pen pal, to use language learned and build on conversational skills. In the Summer term, the children send parcels to each other.

Knowledge statements
Our knowledge statements outline curriculum coverage for each topic and ensure full national curriculum coverage alongside a breadth of language skills.
They contain information of prior curriculum knowledge that the children have learnt throughout their primary curriculum to enable staff to support the children to make links to their prior knowledge.

Knowledge statements also outline key vocabulary to be taught within each topic to help address our whole school focus of narrowing the vocabulary gap. 
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Example of a current Spanish knowledge statement (Year 4, Spring 1)

